THE  NINETEENTH  CENTURY                 2TJ

made a determined effort to modernize and strengthen their
Empire. Two aspects of this effort are of interest here:

(i) The attempt of Abdul-Hamid II to create a new basis of
loyalty to the Imam by reviving the Ottoman claim to the
Caliphate. Largely this was undertaken as propaganda for
external use, to frighten Europe with the threat of a union of
Islamic nations under a single head. Partly also, however, it
was an attempt to create for the dynasty a place in the hearts of
its subjects, in an age in which the dynastic principle was growing
weaker. But it was only its orthodox Moslem subjects who could
share in this new loyalty; in an Empire based upon Pan-Islamism
and the Caliphate there would be no place for Christians, Jews
or even heterodox Moslems who rejected the doctrine of the
Caliphate.

(ii) The Sultans tried to * conquer their Empire *: to turn it
from a group of loosely connected local, racial and religious
units into a military and highly centralized state. The means
to this end were various: the abolition of feudalism, the creation
of an elaborate bureaucracy and provincial administration, the
improvement of communications. Among the tasks which were
undertaken, an attempt was made to break down the immemorial
local autonomies. The feudal and tribal system of the Kurds
was gradually broken down from the early decades of the century
onwards. On several occasions Kurdish revolts in defence of their
autonomy had to be crushed; the last important uprising was
that of Badr Khan Bey in the eighteen-forties. The Turcoman
and Alawi principalities were subdued in the same way in the
middle of the century. Towards the century's close, several
attempts were made to establish the Imperial authority over
Jebel Druze, but with little effective success in spite of the formal
submission of the Druzes.

Lebanese Autonomy

In one instance, however, the new policy of destroying the
autonomies was a complete failure. In the nineteenth century
the autonomy of Lebanon, far from being destroyed, was
strengthened and formalized

The sectarian character of Lebanon, its desire for autonomy,
and its organization under feudal lords Imd spiritual hierarchies
were already well established when the Ottoman Sultans con-
quered Syria. Although the Mountain recognized the suzerainty